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Boilermaker Regional Competition  

Team #1720 Wins Highest Rookie Seed Award!       
 

 

On March 16, Team #1720, The PhyXTGears, traveled to W. Lafayette to Purdue 

University, for their first-ever robotics competition. From the moment of arrival, 

the Rookie team was busy. Three team members uncrated the robot while the rest 

of the team unloaded tools, equipment and our 'pit' supplies. Pit crew, scouting 

crew and game crew were assigned tasks and everyone got right to work fixing the robot, assessing the 

other teams, and preparing for on-field play.  

 

Nearly 30 teams participated in the 2006 Boilermaker Regional Competition, conducted by FIRST -- 

For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology. Working with professional engineers and 

teachers, students are given six weeks to design, build and test their robots before entering regional 

contests across the nation. Students work with mentors to learn about science, engineering and 

technology.  FIRST was founded in 1989 by 

Dean Kamen, the inventor of the Segway human 

transporter. 

 

Day 1 resulted in a robot weigh-in at 119.6 

pounds (120 lb limit), passing inspection, and 

working out of many little challenges. All the 

corrections kept the team working in the pits, for 

a total of only 0:40 minutes of actual drive-time 

on the practice field. Undaunted and determined, 

team members knew Day 2 would be a test of time. 
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Day 2 saw large incremental improvements with the robot performance, from the firing of their first 

autonomous shot, to improvements in driving and strategy. Other teams were beginning to notice the 

PhyXTGears! Team scouts continued to 'inventory' the other teams so to best determine the playing 

strategy for each match. 

 

Day 3 culminated in Team #1720 as a force to be reckoned with. Out of 29 teams, the team had risen to 

11th place. Team #1720 won the highest Rookie Seed for the event! The team was now in a position to 

be in the qualifying matches. Alliances were selected, and Team #1720 found themselves up against an 

alliance with THE undefeated team, #135, Penn Robotics, from Mishawaka, IN. The blue alliance gave 

it their all, but could not stop the red alliance. Eventually even Team #135 and alliance were beaten by 

the Alliance of teams #85 (Zeeland, MI), #1272 (Bloomington, IN), and #1319 (Maudlin, SC), who won 

the overall regional event. 

 

After cheering on the other teams and sharing in the awards ceremony, tired and happy, Team #1720 

packed up and headed home. It was an honor to play with these teams - the gracious professionalism that 

is the essence of FIRST was present everywhere. This experience began long before the unveiling of the 

game "Aim High" on January 7, 2006. Muncie/Delaware FIRST Robotics Team #1720 worked very 

hard, played very hard, and produced not only a winning robot, but a winning team. Team #1720 is very 

proud - Go PhyXTGears!! 

 

For more information about the Muncie/Delaware FIRST Robotics team #1720 please visit: 

http://muncierobotics.org 


